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DETAILED ACTION 

This is in reference to response received by the office on 10 March 2006 to the 
office action mailed on 17 January 2006. Cancellation of claims 3 - 4 is acknowledged. 
There are 18 claims, claims 1. 2 and 5-20 pending for examination. 



Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1 - 20 have been considered. To 
expedite the presecution of this application, Examiner had contacted applicant's 
attorney of record Geza Ziegler (Reg. No. 44,044) on 16 May 2006. During this 
conversation, examiner was informed that upon client's request they are not prosecuting 
this application and are not authorized to discuss the application any further. No change 
of address has been filed by the applicant. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject nnatter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject nnatter as a whole would have been obvious at the tinne the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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Claims 1, 2, 5, 10, 11, 15, 17 and 18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Schwartz et al. International Published Application WO 
98/13790 hereinafter known as Schwartz in view of Kohorn US Patent 5,128,752 further 
in view of an article "Toshiba Introduces Home PC Vision Connect For Easy Connection 
To A TV" hereinafter known as Toshiba. 

Regarding claims 1 and 2, Schwartz teaches system and method for printing 
postal indicia at more than one location. Schwartz teaches: 

a host and more than one customer station, the host comprising at least one 
postal security device (PSD) [Fig, 6b, 7a], 

said postal security device comprising a secure housing, cryptographic means 
[claim 1], and 

said host and each customer station communicatively coupled [Fig, 6b, 7a]; 

Schwartz does not teach nonvolatile memory, the nonvolatile memory comprising 
an accounting register indicative of postage value. However, Schwartz teaches PSD 
contains accounting register [page 5, 6]. Official notice it taken that it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made that it is a 
design choice to memory like magnetic disk, NVRAM etc. to maintain the information for 
the available postage. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to modify Schwartz and use nonvolatile memory to 
maintain the available postage information for disaster recovery. 
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Schwartz does not teach customer station comprising a television, a set-top box 
communicatively coupled with the television, a remote control communicatively coupled 
with the set-top box, and a printer communicatively coupled with the set-top box, said 
printer disposed to print labels; However, Kohorn teaches tokens and coupons are 
generated in a television viewer's home into a home generating unit [abstract]. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to modify Schwartz as taught by Kohorn to use the 
television network to dispense the label at user's home or office. 

Schwartz in view of Kohorn does not teach a set-top box communicatively 
coupled with the television, a remote control communicatively coupled with the set-top 
box. However. Toshiba teaches convergence of computing and home entertainment. 
Toshiba teaches each said customer station comprising a television, a set-top box 
communicatively coupled with the television, a remote control communicatively coupled 
with the set-top box; host and each customer station communicatively coupled; remote 
controller with set-top box. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to modify Schwartz in view of Kohorn as taught by Toshiba 
to manage the accounting and dispensing of postage to clients by controlling the 
distribution of set-top box. For example, cable TV operators provide their set-top boxes 
to users to allow control the transmission of program signals to authorized users only. 
Toshiba teaches PC card slot for USB connectors. Official notice it taken that it would 
have been known to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made 
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that USB printers were commercially available (e.g. Epson Stylus Color 740). Schwartz 
in view of Kohorn and Toshiba teach printer communicatively coupled with the set-top 
box (computer), said printer disposed to print labels [Schwartz Fig. 7b]; 
Schwartz in view of Kohorn and Toshiba teach: 

responsive to information provided by a customer at one of said customer 
locations via the remote control for ordering enhanced television services at the 
television (convergence of computing and home entertainment); 

responsive to information provided by the customer at the remote control at one 
of said customer stations for sending to the host a first message requesting a postal 
indicium and identifying the customer station associated therewith, means responsive to 
the first message for presenting to the postal security device a request for the postal 
indicium; 

responsive to the generation by the postal security device of a second message 
indicative of the postal indicium for transmitting information indicative of the postal 
indicium to the set-top box; and means responsive to said information indicative of the 
postal indicium for causing said printer to print said postal indicium on a label [Schwartz 
claim 1]; 

comprising accounting within said host storing information indicative of postage 
value printed at each of said customer stations [Schwartz Fig. 8]; 

responsive to the message identifying the customer station for modifying the 
stored information associated with the customer station within said accounting means 
(for example, it is known to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
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made that when a user orders PPV, service provider is capable of identifying the 
customer station to bill the customer for the program ordered); 

said postal security device disposed to make a record in its nonvolatile memory 
indicative of the postage value communicated in said postal indicium [Schwartz page 5, 
6]. 

Regarding claim 5, Schwartz in view of Kohorn and Toshiba teach host system is 
remotely located from the customer station. 

Regarding claim 10, Schwartz in view of Kohorn and Toshiba teach postal 
security devices in the host are shared among the customers [Schwartz Fig, 7a]. 

Regarding claim 1 1 , Schwartz in view of Kohorn and Toshiba teach an operator 
of the host maintains a set of accounts with respect to each customer, the accounts 
including accounting information for each customer. 

Regarding claim 15, Schwartz in view of Kohorn and Toshiba teaches set-top 
box further comprises an Internet communication device adapted to transmit and 
receive information between the customer station and the host over the Internet. 

Regarding claim 17, Schwartz in view of Kohorn and Toshiba teaches set-top 
box comprises a web television interface. 
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Regarding claim 18, Schwartz teaches system and method for printing postal 
indicia at a location remote from a postal security device comprising accessing a host 
data center from a remote location via a communication link, wherein the host data 
center includes at least one the postal security device adapted to produce 
cryptographically secure postal indicia [Fig. 8, claim 1]. Schwartz does not teach 
accessing comprises calling up a submenu on a viewing unit at the remote location and 
inputting identifier information responsive to queries on the submenu. However, Kara 
teaches menu interface for communicating with the users [Fig. 4a - 4n]. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to modify Schwartz in view of Kohorn and Toshiba as 
taught by Kara and use menu interface for communicating with the user to make the 
system more user friendly. 

Schwartz in view of Kara teaches: 

entering a request for a postal indicia; and 

receiving the requested postal indicia from the host data center and printing the 
indicia on a label via a printer. 

Claims 6 -9, 13, 14 16, 19 and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Schwartz et al. International Published Application WO 98/13790 
hereinafter known as Schwartz in view of Kohorn US Patent 5,128,752 further in view of 
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an article "Toshiba Introduces Honne PC Vision Connect For Easy Connection To A TV" 
hereinafter known as Toshiba and Kara US Patent 6,233,568. 

Regarding claim 6, Schwartz in view of Kohorn and Toshiba teach remote 
control, upon activation by the user to take an action. Schwartz in view of Kohorn and 
Toshiba does not teach postage submenu relating to postage on a display of the 
television, the postage submenu adapted to prompt the user to enter identification data 
associated with the request for postal indicia. However, Kara teaches menu interface for 
communicating with the users [Fig. 4a -4n]. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to modify Schwartz in view of Kohorn and Toshiba as 
taught by Kara and use menu interface for communicating with the user to make the 
system more user friendly. 

Regarding claim 7, Schwartz on view of Kohorn and Toshiba does not teach 
identification data includes a destination address and a zip code. Official notice it taken 
that it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made that when a person wants to mail a package, mail piece includes 
destination address and zip code when the mail piece is to be mailed in USA. Kara 
teaches that information about the transaction, such as the debit or credit amount 
and/or other transaction information that is postage or shipping related, such as the 
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addressee's ZIP code, the addresser's ZIP code, the recipient's address and nanne, the 
mail class, etc., are uploaded to the device from the PC [col. 4, lines 38 - 43]. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to modify Schwartz on view of Kohorn and Toshiba as 
taught by Kara to be able to print shipping label for user. 

Regarding claim 8, Schwartz on view of Kohorn and Toshiba does not teach 
human readable identifier information related to the mailpiece is printed on the label in> 
addition to the indicia. However, Kara teaches human readable information related to 
the mail piece printed on the label [Fig. 9]. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to modify Schwartz on view of Kohorn and Toshiba as 
taught by Kara to print shipping label for the user. 

Regarding claim 9, Schwartz on view of Kohorn and Toshiba does not teach a 
weighing scale that is communicatively coupled to the set-top box, the weighing scale 
being adapted to determine a mass of a mail piece needing the indicia and 
communicate the mass information to the host for determining an amount of postage to 
be included in the indicia. However, Kara teaches a weighing scale communicatively 
coupled to a computer system (set-top box) [Fig. 1A] to provide automated input of the 
weight of a postal item. 
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Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to modify Schwartz on view of Kohorn and Toshiba as 
taught by Kara to automate input of weight of postal item. 

Regarding claim 13, Schwartz in view of Kohorn and Toshiba does not teach 
host is communicatively linked to a plurality of delivery service providers, and the host is 
further adapted to retrieve and transmit price comparison information to the television 
display related to the request for postal indicia. However, Kara teaches Host 
communicatively linked to a plurality of delivery service providers, and further adapted 
to retrieve and transmit price comparison information to the display related to the 
request for postal indicia [claim 1 , Fig. 8A]. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to modify Toshiba in view of Kara as taught by Kara to 
help user select the shipping carrier. 

Regarding claims 14 and 19, Schwartz in view of Kohorn and Toshiba does not 
teach a postal security device associated with each of the plurality of delivery service 
providers. However, Kara teaches PSD associated with each of the plurality of delivery 
service providers to be able to communicate their rates to the user (competitive 
information for price comparison). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to modify Schwartz in view of Kohorn and Toshiba as 
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taught by Kara to be able to securely communicate with the service providers for 
extracting the current information to be presented to the user. 

Regarding claim 16, Schwartz in view of Kohorn and Toshiba does not teach 
connection to a plurality of delivery service providers and the host serves as a single 
point of contact between the customer station and each delivery service provider. 
However, Kara teaches host to be able to display comparison rates to the user from 
plurality of delivery service providers [Fig. 8]. Official notice it taken that it would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made that 
Kara has means and method to get the information from plurality of delivery service 
providers. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to modify Toshiba in view of Kohorn as taught by Kara to 
automate the pricing updating process. 

Regarding claim 20, Schwartz teaches system and method for printing 
cryptographically secure indicia. Schwartz teaches: 

a host data center remotely located from at least one customer site, the host data 
center including at least one postal security device adapted to generate postal indicia 
and adapted to be shared among customer sites [Fig. 8]; 

Schwartz does not teach a television based communications interface located at 
the customer site, the communications interface adapted to allow cryptographically 
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secure postal indicia to be received from the host data center at the customer site. 
Kohorn teaches television based communication (responded to earlier in response to 
claim 1 ) Schwartz in view of Kohorn does not teach communication medium located at 
customer site adapted to allow cryptographically secure postal indicia. However, 
Toshiba teaches set-top box with personal computer capability (responded to earlier in 
response to claim 1 ). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to modify Schwartz in view of Kohorn and Schwartz to 
have a cryptographically secure communication for printing indicia to minimize illegal 
production of postal indicia.; 

Schwartz in view of Kohorn and Toshiba teaches 

a printing device at the customer site adapted to allow the received indicia to be 
printed; 

an accounting device in the host data center adapted to account for postal indicia 
sent to each of the customer sites when a single postal security device is shared among 
a plurality of customer sites. 

a remote data entry unit at the customer site adapted to allow a user to enter a 
request for postal indicia into the communications interface. Schwartz in view of Kohorn 
and Toshiba does not teach activating a pop-up menu and selecting a function indicated 
on the menu, the function including transmitting a user identifier together with a 
communications interface identifier to the host data center. However, Kara teaches 
menu interface for communicating with the users [Fig. 4a - 4n]. 
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Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to modify Schwartz in view of Kohorn and Toshiba as 
taught by Kara and use menu interface for communicating with the user to make the 
system more user friendly. 



Claim 12 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Schwartz et al. International Published Application WO 98/13790 hereinafter known as 
Schwartz in view of Kohorn US Patent 5,128,752 further in view of an article "Toshiba 
Introduces Home PC Vision Connect For Easy Connection To A TV" hereinafter known 
as Toshiba and Merjanian US Patent 5,920,642. 

Regarding claim 12, Schwartz in view of Kohorn and Toshiba does not teach set- 
top box further includes a fingerprint reader adapted to authenticate the user to the host. 
However, Mejanian teaches a method for commerce through a set-top box in which 
fingerprint data is employed. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to modify Toshiba in view of Kohorn, Kara and Ryan as 
taught by Merjanian and use fingerprint reader for authentication to further protect the 
device from unauthorized use due to the stolen identification password / code. 
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Conclusion 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
IVIONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action Is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Applicant is required under 37 CRF '1.111 (c) to consider the references fully 
when responding to this office action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Naresh Vig whose telephone number is (571) 272-6810. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 7:30 - 6:00 (Wednesday off). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Weiss can be reached on (571 ) 272-6812. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 




May 27, 2006 



Naresh Vig 
Examiner 
Art Unit 3629 



